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AMU President, 
Prof. dr hab. Bronisław Marciniak

◗University representation before external bodies
◗Convener and president of AMU Senate's

meetings 
◗Development of staff policy rules

◗Development of the rules of cooperation with national and
international institutions
◗Establishment of new University organisational units in cases

stipulated by the Statute
◗Appointment of professors
◗Implementation of the University’s operating and financial plans
◗Supervision of AMU's financial and economic activity; 

supervision of University administration
◗AMU internal control
◗The disciplinary spokesman for staff affairs
◗Civil defence
◗Other decisions in matters set out in the Higher Education Act 

and AMU Statute
◗Cooperation with Poznań academic institutions

DEPUTY PRESIDENT FOR EDUCATION 
Prof. dr hab. Krzysztof Krasowski

◗Third level (PhD) studies, post-graduate
studies and professional development courses 
◗Syllabuses and curricula of full-time and

extramural studies 
◗(1st, 2nd and 3rd level studies and five-year master degree programmes) 
◗Teaching quality, study programme accreditation 
◗Teacher training 
◗Supervision of external branches in Gniezno, Słubice, Kościan, Śrem

and Ostrów Wielkopolski
◗Legal matters 
◗Cooperation with AMU student associations 
◗Supervision of the activity of interfaculty units.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT FOR ACADEMIC STAFF
AND UNIVERSITY DEVELOPMENT
Prof. UAM dr hab. Andrzej Lesicki

◗Teaching, scientific, engineering, library and
publishing staff 
◗University strategy and development 
◗Staff welfare and welfare facilities 

◗Cooperation with trade unions 

◗AMU investment activity (including the supervision 
of the Wielkopolska Centre of Advanced Technologies)
◗Supervision of research stations 
◗Health & safety in teaching and scientific activity 

DEPUTY PRESIDENT FOR STUDENT AFFAIRS
Prof. dr hab. UAM 
dr hab. Zbigniew Pilarczyk

◗Full-time and extramural studies (1st and 2nd
level studies and five-year master degree
programmes) 

◗Student self-government and organisations 
◗Student welfare 
◗National and international student exchange programmes
◗Student scholarly and scientific movement 
◗The disciplinary spokesman for students affairs 
◗Student traineeship and practical training 
◗Supervision of the External Branch in Piła
◗Promotion of AMU
◗Disabled student affairs
◗European Union's programmes related to teaching activity 
◗Life-long learning (Colourful University, academic classes and

schools, University of the Third Age)

DEPUTY PRESIDENT FOR RESEARCH 
AND INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION 
Prof. dr hab. Jacek Witkoś

◗Planning and coordination of scientific
research 
◗International cooperation, international
research programmes 

◗Scientific cooperation with Poznań academic institutions 
◗Supervision of research centres 
◗Supervision of the International Education Centre 
◗Supervision of the activity of the AMU Scientific Publishers and

AMU Botanical Garden 
◗European Union's programmes related to research activity
◗Supervision of the activity of the interfaculty NanoBioMedical

Centre.

DEPUTY PRESIDENT FOR COOPERATION
WITH CORPORATIONS AND IT
IMPLEMENTATION 
Prof. UAM dr hab. Marek Nawrocki

◗IT and computer system development 
◗Supervision of the IT Centre

◗Cooperation with the business community
◗Academic entrepreneurship 
◗Distance learning 
◗Invention and patent protection
◗Supervision of the activity of the University Library and AMU

Archives
◗R&D equipment
◗Supervision of the activity of the Career Development Office
◗European Union's programmes other than related to research 

and teaching activities
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It is my great pleasure to inform you of the decision
of the Foundation for the Development of the
Education System to award AMU with the Silver
Erasmus Prize ”2nd place in the ranking 
of universities which performed the largest number 
of mobilities in the years 1998-2012”. This shows
that the Erasmus student mobility programme,
which has been conducted at Adam Mickiewicz
University over the recent ten years, is considered 
to be almost the most effective nationwide. 
We are ranked second in terms of funds distributed. 

I stron gly be lie ve that from the Eu ro pe an
per spec ti ve the pro gram me is among Eu ro pe -
an Com mis sion's most suc cess ful un der ta -
kings, as it pro vi des op por tu ni ties to young pe -
ople to fol low in the fo ot steps of the ir me dia -
eval co un ter parts who wo uld tra vel aro und Eu -
ro pe se eking te aching from ma ny ma sters. For
the cur rent ge ne ra tion of young Po les this me -
ans a uni que chan ce to ef fec ti ve ly jo in the ma -
in stre am of the Eu ro pe an li fe. For the ge ne ra -
tion of the ir pa rents, the po ssi bi li ty of sen ding
the ir chil dren to stu dy abro ad often si gni fies
an in di rect ful fil ment of the ir own dre ams, ever
so unre ali stic on ly 25 years ago.

Owing to the com mit ment of ma ny pe -
ople, in c lu ding de part men tal co or di na tors,
stu dents re pre sen ting the ESN ne twork, the
staff of the cen tral uni ver si ty Era smus Of fi -
ce and In ter na tio nal Of fi ce, as well as in di vi -
du al co or di na tors, a to tal of 4,900 AMU stu -

dents ha ve go ne to stu dy at other Eu ro pe an
uni ver si ties over the last de ca de. At the sa me
ti me we ha ve re ce ived 780 fo re ign stu dents.
Each year, aro und 100 aca de mic te achers vi -
sit fo re ign uni ver si ties to gi ve lec tu res un -
der the Te aching Staff Mo bi li ty pro gram me,
whi le 80 in ter na tio nal aca de mics are ho sted
by AMU. The mo bi li ty of ad mi ni stra ti ve staff
is al so on the ri se, with 100 em ploy ees par -
ti ci pa ting each year in tra ine eships and tra -
ining abro ad.

The suc cess is a re sult of work do ne by ve -
ry ma ny pe ople and it's har dly po ssi ble to
thank them all by na me, but let me just men -
tion tho se who ha ve suc cess ful ly ma na ged
the pro gram me and bro ught it to this excel -
lent le vel. I wo uld li ke to extend my thanks
to Prof. Jan Mi lec ki, Prof. To masz Kacz ma -
rek, Je rzy La skow ski and Iwo na Bor kow ska.
The Era smus pro gram me co uld not ha ve

wor ked so ef fec ti ve ly but for the AMU-PIE,
its com ple men ta ry pro gram me of stu dy in
En glish at our uni ver si ty, de ve lo ped by the
in i tia ti ve of Han na Mausch and fur ther
expan ded by Ra fał Wit kow ski. It is on ly by
well -or ga ni sed, con si stent and con cer ted ef -
forts of ma ny pe ople that this unqu estio na -
ble and me asu ra ble suc cess co uld be achie -
ved. It's a com mon be lief that this kind of ac -
tion is ra ther alien to the Po lish men ta li ty and
yet he re, at AMU, we ha ve pro ved that we un -
der stand well the me aning of te am work whe -
re the re’s ro om for all in te re sted en thu sia sts
and le aders.

I think we ha ve go od re asons to lo ok with
opti mism in to the fu tu re, at fur ther sta ges of
the pro gram me de ve lop ment in its re vi sed
form as the Era smus for All.

Yours fa ith ful ly
Prof. dr hab. Ja cek Wit koś

An anniversary is a good opportunity to sum things up.
What has the Erasmus changed during the 25 years?
says Iwona Borkowska, AMU President’s representative
for the LLP-Erasmus, 

Era smus has ra ised a new ge ne ra tion of staff mem bers who, thro ugh
the ir own pro fes sio nal expe rien ce of mo bi li ty – either as pro gram me
par ti ci pants or co or di na tors – ha ve un der sto od the im por tan ce of a fo -
re ign scho lar ship for stu dents' de ve lop ment. We are tal king abo ut do -
zens of staff mem bers, in c lu ding de ans, who fa vo ur in ter na tio nal co -
ope ra tion, easi ly es ta blish and ma in ta in new con tacts, spe ak fo re ign lan -
gu ages per fec tly and lo ok across bor ders with con fi den ce. The pro gram -
me ma de them won der abo ut the out co mes of edu ca tion. The 25 years
of the Era smus ad ven tu re ha ve al so re sul ted in the pre sen ce of in ter na -
tio nal stu dents and the con se qu ent in ter na tio na li sa tion of our uni ver -
si ty as pla in ly ma ni fe sted by the ac ti vi ty of the AMU PIE, fo re ign lan -

gu age co ur ses, but al so Po lish stu dents' com mit ment in vo lun te ering
in i tia ti ves. Fi nal ly, spe aking abo ut be ne fits, it ne eds to be men tio ned
that Era smus has pro vi ded us with sub stan tial funds of ne ar ly 2.5 mil -
lion Eu ros. This mo ney is not on ly spent on mo bi li ty, but al so on pro -
mo tio nal ma te rials and AMU it self. Era smus has set a di rec tion of de -
ve lop ment for us; hen ce ac tions un der the pro gram me (in ten si ve pro -
gram mes, mul ti la te ral pro jects, co ope ra tion ne tworks, ac com pa ny ing
ac ti vi ties) are often re fer red to in the AMU stra te gy. Re gret ta bly, the re
are al so so me scars on the Era smus por tra it. Staff mo bi li ty, the growth
of which ma de us hap py so far, may, as it se ems, gi ve ri se to so me abu -
se. Cer ta in ly, a vast ma jo ri ty tur ned the ir vi sits in to use ful pur po ses to
de ve lop me tho do lo gy or ne twork of con tacts; but the re ha ve al so be -
en few who used the ir bu si ness trips as a che ap kind of ho li day. Our
part ners ha ve in for med us abo ut it fe eling a bit aw kward to do so. The -
re fo re, ra ther than fo cu sing on fi gu res and sta ti stics, we sho uld tho ro -
ugh ly exa mi ne, cri ti cal ly re view and ma ke a pro per use of the po ten tial
be hind the ne ar ly 900 Era smus agre ements. 

AMU awar ded 
Si lver Era smus 
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Abo ut the Fa cul ty:
The youn gest of all fa cul ties, trans for med from the Scho ol of En glish: sin ce 2011,
Po land's on ly and one of the world's few fa cul ties of En glish. As a co ur se of
stu dy, it has al ways be en top sco red by ac cre di ta tion com mis sions. The Po -
znań Fa cul ty of En glish is the lar gest cen tre of En glish Stu dies in Po land. It is fa -
mo us (al so in ter na tio nal ly) for its gre at ca re of the qu ali ty of En glish te aching
be ing the on ly scho ol to of fer stu dents a cho ice be twe en the Bri tish and Ame -
ri can de part ment. Its spe cia li sa tions al so in c lu de Dutch, Cel tic and So uth Afri -
can stu dies. 

Spe cia li sa tions:
lan gu age stu dy (em ploy ing mo dern lan gu age la bo ra to ries); li te ra tu re; trans la -
tion and in ter pre ting with par ti cu lar stress on con fe ren ce in ter pre ting; En -
glish te aching me tho do lo gy.

Plans for the fu tu re:
Prof. Ka ta rzy na Dziu bal ska -Ko ła czyk wi shes to ma ke a go od use of the po ten -
tial of the Lan gu age Te acher Tra ining Col le ge acqu ired by the Fa cul ty and to
form a new En glish te aching tra ining sec tion; she wo uld al so li ke to ma in ta in
and expand the co ope ra tion with the AMU Fa cul ty of Mo dern Lan gu ages and
Li te ra tu res, and by fur ther im pro ving the qu ali ty re se arch and edu ca tion she
wants – fol lo wing the exam ple of her ma ster te acher, Prof. Ja cek Fi siak – to
de ve lop in ter na tio nal con tacts with a view to en su re a bet ter mo bi li ty of scho -
lars and stu dents, pro mo ting the ir work worl dwi de and streng the ning the in -
ter di sci pli na ry di men sion of re se arch pro jects. MAJ

Dean: prof. dr hab. Katarzyna Dziubalska-Kołaczyk

Collegium Novum
Al. Niepodległości 4, 61-874 Poznań

tel. +48 61 829 35 06
e-mail: dkasia@wa.amu.edu.pl

Faculty of English
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Faculty of Biology
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Dean: prof. dr hab. Bogdan Jackowiak

Col le gium Bio lo gi cum
ul. Umul tow ska 89, 61-614 Po znań
tel. +48 61 829 55 52
e-mail: bogjack@amu.edu.pl

About the Faculty
For the second time in a row, ranked first of all the AMU Faculties both in terms
of the number and the value of grants awarded – every fourth zloty awarded
to the AMU goes to the biologists. Apart from the long established traditional
in natural sciences, it also runs a number of unique courses, such as
Bioinformatics, Hydrology and Ecology. The Institutes of Molecular Biology
and Experimental Biology conduct modern research at the cellular level using
state-of-the-art equipment and in cooperation with other academic institutions.
Among its members, the Faculty has a co-winner of the Polish Nobel Prize, Prof.
Piotr Tryjanowski, an ornithologist studying birds' behaviour. Well known are
the achievements of the Institute of Anthropology (including excavations in
Egypt), of Poznań acarologists or those of Zofia Szweykowska-Kulińska's team
in the study of gene regulation mechanisms.

Specialisations:
detailed study of origins of certain genetic diseases; study of genetic variation in
plant and animal populations, study of environmental stress responses;
bioinformatics, genomics, phytoremediation, study of animal social behaviour 

Plans for the future:
The Faculty has developed a development strategy for the years to come. It is
a programme with a vision, where openness to modern solutions and usefulness
of research outcomes are put in the forefront. Apart from general aims, the
document sets a number of specific tasks, such as encouraging students to
undertake scientific work and engaging them to such work by linking topics
of their theses with subjects of study; monitoring legal acts related to natural
sciences or transforming the departmental library into a scientific information
centre. MAJ

PH
O

TO
3X

 M
A

CI
EJ

 M
ĘC

ZY
N

Ń
SK

I



Abo ut the Fa cul ty
Re co gni sed as one of Po land’s best, if not the ve ry best fa cul ty
of che mi stry, re war ded with the hi ghest ac cre di ta tion ra tes, the
Fa cul ty em ploys two win ners of Po land's hi ghest scien ti fic re -
ward, the so -cal led Po lish No bel Aaward, Prof. Ma riusz Ja skól -
ski and Prof. Bog dan Mar ci niec. The for mer spe cia li ses in cry -
stal lo gra phy of pro te ins, the lat ter in si li co or ga nic com po unds,
both re co gni sed as world's au tho ri ties in the ir re spec ti ve di -
sci pli nes. The Fa cul ty car ries out an exten si ve in ter na tio nal co -
ope ra tion, its stu dents be ing gran ted with Eu ro pe an Eu ro ba -
che lor and Eu ro ma ster cer ti fi ca tes. It is at this Fa cul ty, that the
first bu si ness was on ce fo un ded to link aca de mics with prac -
ti tio ners, the so -cal led spin -off, a prac ti ce that has grown to
be an es ta bli shed tra di tion up to da te.

Spe cia li sa tions:
Apart from the abo ve men tio ned spe cia li ties of the two 'Po -
lish No bel' win ners' te ams, the Fa cul ty fo cu ses on ste reo con -
trol led syn the sis of ma cro mo le cu les for pur po ses of me di ci -
ne and agri cul tu re, syn the sis and pro per ties of na no struc tu res,
me thods of de ter mi na tion of tra ce ele ments and no xio us sub -
stan ces, lu mi ne scen ce of lan tha ni de -ion sys tems and qu an tum
che mi stry.

Plans for the fu tu re:
We want to be the best che mi stry de part ment be twe en Mo scow
and Ber lin and we ha ve all the chan ces to achie ve that. We are
al re ady per ce ived in ter na tio nal ly as a strong cen tre, for exam ple
in the fields at the in ter fa ce of che mi stry, bio lo gy and me di ci ne,
which are the most ra pi dly de ve lo ping are as of know led ge, says
Prof. Hen ryk Ko ro niak. The tech no lo gies and the Wiel ko -
pol ska Cen tre of Ad van ced Tech no lo gies, be ing fo un ded ne -
ar by, may not for got ten either. It has al re ady be co me a tra di -
tion for the who le com mu ni ty of Po znań che mi sts to work clo -
se ly to ge ther. Each go od co ope ra tion pro du ces a sub stan tial
sy ner gy, me aning that to tal ef fects are much bet ter than a sim -
ple sum of com po nents. In vo lved in the co ope ra tion are the
in sti tu tes of the Po lish Aca de my of Scien ces, Uni ver si ty of
Tech no lo gy, Uni ver si ty of Li fe Scien ces, Uni ver si ty of Eco no -
mics and Uni ver si ty of Me di cal Scien ces. It is the De an's dre -
am that the co ope ra tion com pri ses not on ly re se arch but al so
bro adly com pre hen ded edu ca tion at all three le vels of stu -
dies. No other che mi stry de part ment in Po land of fers stu dies
of such di ver si ty and com ple te ness as the Fa cul ty of Che mi -
stry at the AMU, hen ce a high le vel of en rol ment. Stu dents are
gi ven mo re and mo re op por tu ni ties to ta ke in di vi du al pro -
gram mes and stu dy abro ad. 

The re se arch ac ti vi ty is ma ni fe sted with a lar ge num ber, that
is over 500, pu bli ca tions in re now ned jo ur nals. The De an's am -
bi tion for the new term is to im pro ve the qu ali ty of tho se pu -
bli ca tions, even at the expen se of the qu an ti ty. It is the qu ali ty
of work that is go ing to mat ter, he un der li nes. 

The Fa cul ty has be en mo ved to a new mo dern fa ci li ties at the
Mo ra sko cam pus. MAJ

Dean: prof. dr hab. Henryk Koroniak  

Collegium Chemicum Novum
ul. Umultowska 89b, 61-614 Poznań, tel. 61 829 1553,

e-mail: koroniak@amu.edu.pl

Collegium Chemicum,
ul. Grunwaldzka 6, 60-780 Poznań, tel. 61 829 1505

Faculty of Chemistry

6 |  Ż Y C I E  U N I W E R S Y T E C K I E |  w r z e s i e ń  2 0 1 2

PH
O

TO
 3

X
 M

A
CI

EJ
 M

ĘC
ZY

N
Ń

SK
I



Abo ut the Fa cul ty
It is a fa cul ty com pri sing a wi de ran ge of re se arch are as and stu -
dy pro gram mes. The In sti tu te of Clas si cal Phi lo lo gy is the on -
ly one in Po land to of fer tu to rial stu dies for small gro ups of stu -
dents he aded by a ma ster te acher. Re gar dless of par ti cu lar cur -
ri cu la, all phi lo lo gy stu dents are co ve red by an um brel la pro -
gram me of com pe ten ce ra ising, in c lu ding a wi de ly un der sto -
od IT edu ca tion, but al so me etings with pe ople who ha ve de -
ve lo ped an in te re sting pro fes sio nal ca re er ha ving gra du ated
from phi lo lo gy stu dies. Among its te achers and lec tu res are po -
ets, wri ters, li te ra ry cri tics and ma ny per sons of in te re sting back -
gro und. For se ve ral years now, the Fa cul ty has be en ho used at
the be au ti ful, hi sto ri cal edi fi ce of Col le gium Ma ius, with a mo -
dern, ar chi tec tu ral pri ze win ning bu il ding of the Fa cul ty li -
bra ry at ta ched to it. Prof. Po krzyw niak views the ro oms the re
as be ing 'spa ces of cul tu re' ra ther than me re ly clas sro oms.

Spe cia li sa tions:
from an cient Gre ek and Ro man dra ma to mo dern the atre and
film stu dies; from so cio lo gy of li te ra tu re to the iden ti ty of Slavs;
high achie ve ments in the are as of ono ma stics, to po ny my and
mo dern phra se olo gy. The Fa cul ty fe atu res a Li te ra ry Do cu men -
ta tion De part ment and a wi de va rie ty of pro gram mes, in c lu -
ding gen der stu dies.

Plans for the fu tu re:
The Mic kie wi cza Lob by is be ing fo un ded un der the do me of
the bu il ding and 'sum mer lob bies', or in ter nal co ur ty ards of Col -
le gium Ma ius, are be ing re de co ra ted to form ele gant parts of
the Fa cul ty in te rior. As far as re se arch is con cer ned, we wo uld li -

ke to ap ply for a grant from the Se venth Fra me work Pro gram -
me thus show, aga inst the de eply en ro oted ste reo ty pes, that such
grants are ava ila ble to phi lo lo gi sts as well, not just re pre sen ta ti -
ves of exact scien ces, says Prof. Ka niew ska. Prof. Ka niew ska is
com mit ted to fur ther ra ise of stu dents' com pe ten ces. The re fo -
re, we are go ing to de ve lop co ope ra tion with a num ber of in sti tu -
tions and bu si nesses to ge ne ra te me etings, di scus sion, tra ine eships
and prac ti cal tra ining for phi lo lo gy stu dents to be co me acqu -
ain ted with the world of bu si ness. All in te re sted will ha ve an op -
por tu ni ty to le arn the sign lan gu age and Bra il le al pha bet at the
Owiń ska scho ol for the blind. MAJ

Dean: prof. dr hab. Bogumiła Kaniewska

Collegium Maius
ul. Fredry 10, 61-701 Poznań 
tel. +48 61 829 46 92
e-mail: kanbo@amu.edu.pl

Faculty of Polish 
and Classical Philology
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Faculty of Physics
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Abo ut the Fa cul ty
The ol dest of Mo ra sko -ba sed fa cul ties, its cor ri dors and halls
de co ra ted with art pie ces pro vi ded by the Uni ver si ty of Arts.
Among its mem bers, is the win ner of the Po lish No ble Pri ze, or
the Fo un da tion for Po lish Scien ce Award, Prof. Jó zef Bar naś.
The Fa cul ty al so fe atu res a Fo ucault pen du lum, or a si len ce
cham ber, one of the lar gest in this part of Eu ro pe. It edu ca tes
both high -class the ore ti cians and mar ket de man ded prac ti -
tio ners, for exam ple in the are as of au dio me try or opto me try.
The uni que pro gram me in so und di rec tion at tracts crowds eve -
ry year. The Fa cul ty col la bo ra tes with ma ny bu si nesses and is
fa mo us for its scien ce pro mo tion ac ti vi ties (a pio ne er in this
area). Sco red high by the Sta te Ac cre di ta tion Com mis sion, it is
among Po land's top 25 uni ver si ty fa cul ties awar ded for the ir qu -
ali ty with a spe cial sub si dy from the Mi ni stry of Scien ce and
Hi gher Edu ca tion.

Spe cia li sa tions: 
so lid -sta te phy sics and qu an tum optics, in c lu ding the the ory of
in for ma tion; phy si cal and bio phy si cal phe no me na at the na no -
me tric le vel; ul tra fast spec tro sco py; high tem pe ra tu re su per -
con duc ti vi ty; aco ustics; au dio me try; in the field of astro no my:
stu dy of the na tu re of aste ro ids ap pro aching the Earth and spa -
ce 'lit ter'. 

Plans for the fu tu re: 
Along with the re form of scien ce be ing im ple men ted, we are laun -
ching a true te aching re vo lu tion. We ha ve de ci ded to aban don
the tra di tio nal di vi sion in to lec tu res and prac ti cal clas ses. Each
to pic will now be di scus sed from the ory to prac ti ce, be gin ning
with a lec tu re, thro ugh a black bo ard -ba sed ana ly sis and com pu -
ter si mu la tion to la bo ra to ry prac ti ce, so as to form a mo du le of
a kind. For our te achers, this me ant a to tal chan ge of me tho do -
lo gy. This se ems to be the most se rio us chal len ge for the next year.
As re gards re se arch, we will cer ta in ly pro mo te our in vo lve ment
in grant -win ning pro jects and com bi ne them fle xi bly. Al so, what
we ne ed to do is to set ru les of co ope ra tion with the ne ar by
NanoBioMedical Cen tre, says Prof. Wój cik. MAJ

Dean: prof. dr hab. Antoni Wójcik

Collegium Physicum
ul. Umultowska 85

tel. +48 61 829 52 02
e-mail : antwoj@amu.edu.pl
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Abo ut the Fa cul ty
Di stin gu ished with high di ver si ty, the AMU In sti tu te of Hi sto -
ry is world's fa mo us for its re se arch in to An ti qu ity and Mid dle
Ages. Among its mem bers are the win ner of the Po lish No bel Pri -
ze, Prof. Je rzy Strzel czyk, au thor of a bo ok abo ut wo men's cre ati -
ve work from the An ti qu ity to Mid dle Ages, or Prof. Han -
na Kočka -Krenz, who se ar cha eolo gi cal di sco ve ries ma de a bre -
ak th ro ugh in the know led ge of the be gin nings of the Po lish sta -
te. 

Spe cia li sa tions: 
an cient and me die val stu dies; ar cha eolo gy (in c lu ding Po land's on -
ly aerial ar cha eolo gy); mi li ta ry hi sto ry; pre -hi sto ry and hi sto ry of
the Wiel ko pol ska re gion; cul tu ral ar cha eolo gy; Eastern stu dies;
stu dies of mo dern art; hi sto ry and the ory of ope ra 

Plans for the fu tu re:
The Fa cul ty is pre pa ring to mo ve to the Mo ra sko Cam pus
in 2014. I want to ma ke a go od use of the option of fe red by the new
Hi gher Edu ca tion Act to qu ic kly es ta blish new pro gram mes and co -
ur ses. New ti mes call for new skills, says Prof. Il ski. Ope ning the
pro gram me in mi li ta ry hi sto ry, for exam ple, pro ved to be a suc -
cess at trac ting a gre at de al of in te rest from stu dents. The are as of
ar chi ving and do cu ment ma na ge ment will be fur ther de ve lo ped.
Both re qu ire a lot of com pe ten ce to day as new stan dards are be -
ing in tro du ced and new me dia de ploy ed. A strong em pha sis will
con ti nue to be put on the co ope ra tion with se con da ry scho ols with
a view to ra ise young pe ople's in te rest in hi sto ry. MAJ

Faculty of Historical Studies
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Dean: prof. dr hab. Kazimierz Ilski

Collegium Historicum
ul. Św. Marcin 78, 60-809 Poznań
tel. +48 61 829 47 02
mail: ilskikaz@amu.edu.pl
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Abo ut the Fa cul ty
The Fa cul ty holds a tra di tion of com me mo ra ting its pro mi nent
pro fes sors with se ries of lec tu res – hen ce me mo rial lec tu res na -
med after Wła dy sław Or licz (an out stan ding ma the ma ti cian,
fo un der of the post -war ma the ma tics fa cul ty in Po znań), Woj -
tek Pu li kow ski (a ta len ted young scien tist, who died in an ac -
ci dent) or Ra jew ski, Ró życ ki and Ze gal ski (the three le gen da -
ry cryp to lo gi sts who bro ke the co de of a Ger man ci pher ma -
chi ne). Stu dents of that Fa cul ty are re gu lar ly ran ked among the
top three of in ter na tio nal IT com pe ti tion, Ima gi ne Cup. As one
of few fa cul ties in Po land, it is au tho ri sed to award do cto ral
ti tles in com pu ter scien ce. Among its staff, is a Po lish No bel
win ner, Prof. To masz Łu czak, on ce the youn gest pro fes sor in
Po land. Ran ked among Po land's top 25 uni ver si ty fa cul ties, it
is awar ded for the ir qu ali ty with a spe cial sub si dy from the Mi -
ni stry of Scien ce and Hi gher Edu ca tion.

Spe cia li sa tions:
both the ore ti cal and ap plied ma the ma tics are stron gly re pre -
sen ted he re. Worth men tio ning are cryp to lo gy (with an ac ti ve
Cen tre of Cryp to lo gy), func tio nal ana ly sis, phi lo so phy of ma -
the ma tics, ma the ma ti cal lin gu istics and the ory of num bers. 

Plans for the fu tu re:
Sys te ma tic upgra de of the com pu ter har dwa re. Pro gress in IT
is ve ry fast and stu dents ne ed to be gi ven op por tu ni ties to work
on the most ad van ced equ ip ment. The uni ver si ty com pu ter
scien ce has be en de ri ved from ma the ma tics ra ther than tech no -
lo gy, and it is that aspect that we are go ing to fo cus on. In ma -
the ma tics, Po znań scien ti sts ha ve both a long es ta bli shed tra -
di tion and world -class achie ve ments. The re fo re, we ne ed to ta -
ke ca re of the 'ma the ma ti cal trunk' from which grow ma ny bran -
ches of com pu ter scien ce and ap plied ma the ma tics, says Prof.
Ka czo row ski.  MAJ

Dean: prof. dr hab. Jerzy Kaczorowski

ul. Umultowska 87, 61 614 Poznań
tel. +48 61 829 53 15

e-mail: kjerzy@amu.edu.pl
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Abo ut the Fa cul ty
Stu dents ad ver ti se it by jum ping with pa ra chu tes be aring ban ners with the Fa -
cul ty na me on them. It re aches high up but al so far out, up to the po lar zo ne,
whe re its aca de mic staff con duct re se arch. Ma ny of its stu dents or ga ni se a va -
rie ty of geo gra phi cal expe di tions and events and par ti ci pa te ac ti ve ly in a num -
ber of scien ti fic as so cia tions. The Fa cul ty clo se ly co ope ra tes with prac ti tio ners
by car ry ing out stu dies and pre pa ring expert opi nions for lo cal au tho ri ties or
bu si nesses. It is per fec tly equ ip ped la bo ra to ties (so me say bet ter than any other
Eu ro pe an fa cul ty of geo gra phy) for geo mor pho lo gi cal, hy dro bio lo gi cal or pa -
ly no lo gi cal re se arch and holds a num ber of stu dy pro gram mes, not just clas si -
cal ones. The Fa cul ty is fa mo us for its di sco ve ry of a big me te ori te. One of its
pro fes sors, Je rzy Fe do row ski, is the in i tia tor of a uni que pro ject of Po land's first
Earth Park. 

Spe cia li sa tions: 
hy dro lo gy, cli ma to lo gy, geo in for ma tion, spa tial ma na ge ment, is su es of to urism,
pa la eoge ogra phy, envi ron men tal thre ats and im pacts and me thods of mo ni to -
ring such thre ats and chan ges. 

Plans for the fu tu re: 
We want Po znań com mu ni ty to be co me bet ter acqu ain ted with our Fa cul ty.
To this end, we ha ve de ve lo ped an in te re sting edu ca tio nal tra il to the War ta
Ri ver, which is clo se to us and yet for ma ny se ems to be al most non -exi stent.
The Rec tor has even men tio ned a po ssi bi li ty to in vest in a small ma ri na. Pro -
mo tion is of gre at im por tan ce for the Fa cul ty as it wi shes to show what mo -
dern geo gra phy re al ly me ans and what im pact it has on the world we li ve in.

MAJ

Faculty of Geographical 
and Geological Sciences

Dean: prof. dr hab. Leszek Kasprzak

Stanisław Pawłowski Collegium Geographicum
Dzięgielowa 27, 61-680 Poznań
tel. +48 61 829 62 82
mail: l.kasp@amu.edu.pl

Collegium Geologicum
ul. Maków Polnych 16, 61-606 Poznań
tel. +48 61 829 60 11
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Faculty of Political Science 
and Journalism

Dean: prof. dr hab. Tadeusz Wallas

ul. Umultowska 89a, 61-614 Poznań
tel. +48 61 829 65 10

e-mail: wallas@amu.edu.pl
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Abo ut the Fa cul ty
The Fa cul ty is fa mo us not on ly for the fo un ta in stan ding at its co ur ty ard. Its cor -
ri dors are al ways bu sy, with no ti ce bo ards full of ads for a va rie ty of events. Its
stu dents shot the first ever lib dub fe atu ring a uni ver si ty fa cul ty. It ho sts the most
pro mi nent fi gu res from the worlds of po li tics and jo ur na lism and has its own
TV and ra dio stu dios to pro vi de prac ti cal tra ining and to pro du ce its own pro -
gram mes. Po znań's Fa cul ty of Po li ti cal Scien ce and Jo ur na lism is one of the few
hu ma ni ty fa cul ties to re ce ive mi ni ste rial sub si dy for the qu ali ty of its edu ca tion.

Spe cia li sa tions: 
is su es of se cu ri ty and ter ro rism; is su es of glo ba li sa tion, ci vil so cie ty and po li ti -
cal edu ca tion; co un tries' de ve lop ment per spec ti ves and thre ats; is su es of jo ur -
na lism and so cial com mu ni ca tion

Plans for the fu tu re:
Wi shing to go mo re in ter na tio nal, we are go ing to pu blish our fo ur jo ur nals in En -
glish, and be gin ning with the next aca de mic year we are of fe ring 2nd le vel pro -
gram mes of po li ti cal stu dies en ti re ly in En glish. Cer ta in ly, it al so abo ut win ning
grants for in ter na tio nal re se arch pro jects, such as the one con cer ning elec tions in
the co un tries of the Cen tral and Eastern Eu ro pe. We are in tro du cing mo re e -le -
ar ning com po nents to all our cur ri cu la. Gra du al ly, all the first le vel stu dies will de -
ve lop a cle ar prac ti cal pro fi le so as to pro vi de our stu dents with a full pro fes sio -
nal com pe ten ce ri ght after they gra du ate. We will al so en de avo ur to ha ve our har -
dwa re and so ftwa re re gu lar ly upgra ded to pre vent them from be co ming out of da -
te. The Fa cul ty will ap ply for au tho ri sa tion to con duct PhD co ur ses in the are as of
me dia, se cu ri ty and pu blic po li cy, says Prof. Wal las. MAJ
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Faculty of Social Sciences

Abo ut the Fa cul ty:
The fa cul ty holds six ma jor fields of stu dy. It is he re that Hy de
Park Sza ma rze wo was fo un ded as a di scus sion fo rum, but al -
so the Kul mi na cje cul tu re fe sti val and, most re cen tly, the Aca -
de mic Gal le ry. It is hi gh ly in ter na tio nal, with 70 co ope ra ting
uni ver si ties from aro und Eu ro pe; 26 lec tu res in En glish; 6 mo -
no gra phs pu bli shed in En glish last year alo ne; ra pi dly gro wing
num ber of out go ing and in co ming stu dents un der in ter na tio -
nal exchan ge pro jects. The Fa cul ty has its own pu bli shing ho -
use whe re the best do cto ral dis ser ta tions we re re le ased last year
among other pu bli ca tions. It ac com mo da tes the Qu ali ty of Li -
fe Re se arch Cen tre, but al so the Bu si ness Ethics So cie ty. 

Spe cia li sa tions: 
co gni ti ve scien ce, the Fa cul ty's uni que pro gram me re cen tly sup -
ple men ted with neu ro scien ce; so cio lo gy with a gre at tra di tion;
psy cho lo gy; cul tu re stu dies, phi lo so phy and so cial work. A new,
in te re sting di sci pli ne is vi su al so cio lo gy, a di sci pli ne stu dy ing
so cie ty ba sed on ima ges ra ther than writ ten so ur ces. 

Plans for the fu tu re:
Fur ther ca re and de ve lop ment of the in fra struc tu re – mo der -
ni sa tion works at the Sza ma rze wo Cam pus ha ve con si de ra bly
im pro ved stu dy con di tions, but the com pe ti tion is still strong
as ma ny pri va te in sti tu tions of fer si mi lar stu dies with ve ry go -
od te aching fa ci li ties. We are hap py with the grants won by both
our young and ol der aca de mics. We ha ve al so re ce ived the big gest
grant un der the Na tio nal Pro gram me for De ve lop ment of Hu ma -
ni ties to be used for pu bli ca tion of 13 bo oks by our pro fes sors in
a pu bli shing ho use in Du is burg, Ger ma ny, says Prof. Droz do -
wicz. The De an wo uld al so li ke to ar ran ge so me spa ce for me -
etings and rest in the re fur bi shed se at of the Fa cul ty. MAJ

Dean: prof. dr hab. Zbigniew Drozdowicz

ul. Szamarzewskiego 89c, 60-568 Poznań
tel. +48 61 829 22 51
e-mail: drozd@amu.edu.pl
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Faculty of Modern Languages 
and Literature

Abo ut the Fa cul ty
Most exo tic of all Fa cul ties, its cor ri dors fil led with lan gu ages from aro und the
world. Owing to the na tio nal days it or ga ni ses at the Uni ver si ty, we ha ve an
op por tu ni ty to le arn mo re abo ut di stant cul tu res.

Spe cia li sa tions:
Ger man stu dies in c lu ding Au strian cul tu re, Ro man ce lan gu age stu dies, Rus sian
stu dies; trans la tion and so cial com mu ni ca tion.

Plans for the fu tu re:
What mat ters most for the fu tu re is to ma in ta in our uni que pro fi le, be cau se no
other fa cul ty in Po land of fers such a wi de ran ge of re se arch and edu ca tion fields,
co ve ring 35 dif fe rent pro gram mes. I wish we fo cus on both our flag ship spe cia li sa -
tions and tho se of a ni che na tu re, such as Bal tic stu dies or Po land's on ly pro gram -
me in Ro ma nian stu dies. We will de ve lop In dian and He brew stu dies, too, says
Prof. To masz kie wicz. Ano ther area of spe cia li ty is con fe ren ce in ter pre ting.
The first gro up of stu dents ha ve al re ady re ce ived the ir Eu ro pe an cer ti fi ca tes ha -
ving pas sed ve ry de man ding exams. The re are per haps two other cen tres in Po -
land to te ach con fe ren ce in ter pre ting at that le vel. The new ly es ta bli shed pro -
gram me of au dio de scrip tion, the trans la tion of ima ge in to words, is al so be -
ing de ve lo ped with a view to sup port the blind pe ople. Fol lo wing a com pe ti tion
won, the Fa cul ty will re ce ive a 1-2 mil lion worth of spe cia li sed equ ip ment for
re cor ding and lin gu istic ana ly sis. MAJ

Dean: prof. dr hab. Teresa Tomaszkiewicz

Collegium Novum
Al. Niepodległości 4, 61-874 Poznań

tel. +48 61 829 35 00
ma il: tomaszki@rejent.poznan.pl
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Faculty of Pedagogy 
and Fine Arts in Kalisz

About the Faculty
The Faculty has been derived from art and music teacher
training studies; therefore, art and pedagogy are bound strongly
together here. The Faculty organises a number of exhibitions
and concerts and is marked with a friendly atmosphere and
openness to students' initiatives. It delivers art works for auctions
held at AMU charity concerts.

Specialisations:
In art: textile art, painting, and ceramics; in music: organ,
oratorio and cantata music. The Faculty trains art teachers and
art therapists; specialises in librarianship, preservation of
cultural heritage, social communication, solving problems of
adolescence, penitentiary education.

Plans for the future: 
The Faculty aims to make its educational offer even more
attractive: we plan to introduce programmes in choir
conducting and art design. We wish to make close contacts with
Kalisz business people and encourage them to cooperate with our
designers to bring more duty to Kalisz interiors, says Prof.
Śmiałek. MAJ

Dean: prof. dr hab. Mirosław Śmiałek

ul. Nowy Świat 28/30, 62-800 Kalisz
tel. +48 62 767 07 30
e-mail: miraur@wp.pl
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Faculty of Law and Administration

Abo ut the Fa cul ty
The Fa cul ty is ho used in a ma gni fi cent bu il ding di stin gu ished with
Po znań's hi ghest ar chi tec tu ral pri ze, the Jan Bap ty sta Qu adro Award.
Hi gh ly re pu ted and re gar ded by ma ny as Po land's best law fa cul ty,
it has a gre at tra di tion and hi sto ry mar ked with na mes of ma ny pro -
mi nent la wy ers. To day its Fa cul ty mem bers par ti ci pa te, as re co gni -
sed experts, in the ma jor law -ma king bo dies in Po land. Among them,
are ma ny ope ra and clas si cal mu sic lo vers. It is the on ly Fa cul ty to pu -
blish a col lec tion of anec do tes abo ut its pro fes sors.

Spe cia li sa tions: 
ad mi ni stra ti ve law, in c lu ding pa tient ri ghts or le gal is su es of ener gy
in du stry; ci vil law, in c lu ding co py ri ght pro tec tion; fi nan cial and in -
ter na tio nal law; agri cul tu ral law; la bo ur law; hi sto ry of law; cri mi na -
li stics; and phi lo so phy of law, the lat ter of gre at tra di tion in Po znań. 

Plans for the fu tu re:
The ma in go al is to fur ther streng then the po si tion of the Fa cul ty of
Law and Ad mi ni stra tion by im ple men ting the ad op ted stra te gy and
using bet ter the staff po ten tial. The way to achie ve that go al will be
by: im pro ving the com pe ti ti ve ness of edu ca tion of fe red (e.g. by ada -
pting the te aching con tents and me tho do lo gy to the de mands of
the la bo ur mar ket or set ting up new pro gram mes and co ur ses),
streng the ning the in ten si ty and in ter na tio nal di men sion of re se -
arch ac ti vi ty (e.g. by un der ta king si gni fi cant re se arch pro jects and
par ti ci pa ting in or ma na ging in ter na tio nal re se arch te ams), and in -
cre asing the use of exter nal so ur ces of fi nan cing, both Po lish and in -
ter na tio nal. The po int is not on ly to win grants but al so to be co me
in vo lved in in ter na tio nal aca de mic con sor tia. MAJ

Dean: prof. dr hab. Roman Budzinowski

Collegium Iuridicum Novum
Al. Niepodległości 53, 61-714 Poznań

tel. +48 61 829 31 44
mail: romanb@amu.edu.pl
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Faculty of Educational Studies

Abo ut the Fa cul ty
To ge ther with the Fa cul ties of So cio lo gy and Psy cho lo gy, it ma -
kes a vi vid com mu ni ty at the Sza ma rze wo Cam pus. Its stu dents
are full of en thu siasm and te achers open to the ir in i tia ti ves. The
se at of the Fa cul ty has grown much pret tier re cen tly, and the re -
de co ra tion is not over yet. Gre at ma ny exhi bi tions, events and
me etings are held he re with a gro up of ac ti ve vo lun te ers. The
Fa cul ty’s ad ver ti sing slo gan is di plo ma -pre sti ge -suc cess. Its
scho lars are often se en and he ard in the me dia as experts of edu -
ca tion and Prof. Ire na Obu chow ska has for ma ny years writ ten
po pu lar edu ca tio nal co lumns for new spa pers. 

Spe cia li sa tions:
hi sto ry of edu ca tion; trans for ma tion of Po lish edu ca tion; pro -
blems of di sa bled chil dren; is su es of young chil dren's de ve -
lop ment; so cial re ha bi li ta tion; pe ni ten tia ry edu ca tion; te aching
of adults; vo ca tio nal co un sel ling; but al so se xu ali ty or ge ron to -
lo gy

Plans for the fu tu re:
With 27 re se arch di rec tions, we are one of the co un try's le ading
cen tre of edu ca tio nal stu dies. We wish to ma in ta in that po si tion,
whi le ke eping abre ast with the chal len ges of the mo dern ti mes.
We aim to ke ep the strong dy na mism of aca de mic ca re er de ve -
lop ment, says Prof. Me lo sik. 

And it is in or der to re spond to the chal len ges of the mo dern
ti mes that the Fa cul ty in tends to launch two new pro gram mes:
edu ca tion of young di sa bled chil dren and he alth pro mo tion
with ele ments of die te tics. MAJ

Dean: prof. dr hab. Zbyszko Melosik

ul. Szamarzewskiego 89, 60-568 Poznań
tel. +48 61 829 23 31
mail: zbymel@amu.edu.pl
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Faculty of Theology

Abo ut the Fa cul ty:
Lo ca ted a lit tle bit off the bu sy parts of the ci ty, it li ves its own
uni que kind of li fe. The Fa cul ty uses its exten si ve bi bli cal know -
led ge to hold a uni que re li gio us and cul tu ral event cal led Ver -
ba Sa cra. It is fa mo us for the achie ve ments of its pro fes sor, Piotr
Na wrot, a priest, di sco ve rer and re se ar cher of Bo li vian In dians'
Ba ro que mu sic, and for its new trans la tions of the Bi ble, e. g.
that by far ther Adam Si ko ra in to the Ka shu bian lan gu age. The
one of a kind li bra ry with uni que bo oks and at mo sphe re is re -
mi ni scent of the ”Na me of the Ro se”. Ma ny of its stu dents are
so cial ly com mit ted vo lun te ers. The Fa cul ty has its own pu bli -
shing ho use, al tho ugh te aching spa ce and fa ci li ties are not
among its stron gest as sets.

Spe cia li sa tions:
bi bli cal stu dies, pa tri stics, mo ral the olo gy, Ca tho lic so cial scien -
ce and, re cen tly, hi sto ry of the Church; Po land's stron gest cen -
tre of ca te che tics, Po znań has play ed a le ading ro le in re li gion
te aching sin ce the 19th cen tu ry. It is he re that the most mo dern
hand bo oks ha ve be en de ve lo ped, that con fe ren ces are held and
jo ur nal pu bli shed for re li gion te achers.

Plans for the fu tu re:
Last year saw a num ber of our aca de mics be ing awar ded ha bi -
li ta tions and pro fes sor ti tles. We are now ran ked first among the -
olo gy fa cul ties in Po land. Ma ny of our staff mem bers are in vo -
lved in si gni fi cant pro jects and as so cia tions at both the Church
and uni ver si ty le vel, says Prof. Szpet. The Fa cul ty is ada pting its
cur ri cu la to the Na tio nal Qu ali fi ca tions Fra me work and plans
to es ta blish a new pro gram me of stu dy: so cial ly en ga ged dia -
lo gue to pre pa re gra du ates for work in con sul ting, so cial we lfa -
re and other are as. Its wi shes to con ti nue its se ries of open lec -
tu res and aspi res to be co me a cen tre of in te gra tion for the olo -
gians of the East and West. MAJ

Dean: ks. prof. dr hab. Jan Szpet

ul. Wieżowa 2/4, 61-111 Poznań
tel. +48 61 829 39 92

e-mail: szpet@amu.edu.pl

PH
O

TO
 3

X
 M

A
CI

EJ
 M

ĘC
ZY

N
Ń

SK
I



O U R  UNIVERS ITY

M a r c h  2 0 1 3  |  Ż Y C I E  U N I W E R S Y T E C K I E  |  1 9

Do we ne ed fo re ign stu dents as a uni ver si -
ty?

We send twi ce as ma ny stu dents as we re -
ce ive, but the num bers are gro wing. Suf fi ce to
com pa re with the re sults from 2000, when a to -
tal of 600 young pe ople ca me to stu dy at all Po -
lish uni ver si ties, whe re as ni ne years la ter the
num ber ro se to 5,600. Now, Po land re ce ives al -
most the sa me num ber of fo re ign stu dents as
Bel gium, Den mark, Por tu gal or Fin land. On
top of that – as in di ca ted by the Eu ro pe an
Com mis sion's sta ti stics – no other co un try has
wit nes sed such a ra pid growth in po pu la ri ty.
But the di spro por tions you are tal king abo ut
are cer ta in ly the re, ty pi cal ly for the for mer
com mu nist co un tries. It is a mat ter of con cern
for the Eu ro pe an Union, and ef forts are be ing
ma de to le vel that di spa ri ty. But that is so me -
thing you can not sim ply im po se. Now, co ming
back to your qu estion – the ve ry pre sen ce of
fo re ign stu dents is ne ces sa ry and we sho uld
do our best to at tract them.

What are the be ne fits?
The ve ry fact of the ir be ing pre sent he re

spurs our stra te gy of in ter na tio na li sa tion and
ena bles a trans fer of expe rien ces, whi le en co -
ura ging our te aching and ad mi ni stra ti ve staff
to ra ise the ir lan gu age skills. The stu dents can
te ach us a lot. Mul ti cul tu ra lism in cre ases the
va lue of our uni ver si ty. In te rviews with stu -
dents show that lar ge -sca le mo bi li ty is what at -
tracts them to AMU. They know that co ming
he re they ha ve a big chan ce to re ce ive a scho -
lar ship. The ac ti vi ty of the AMU-PIE, Po lish
lan gu age co ur ses, sum mer scho ols – all of the -
se ac tions are me ant to at tract fo re ign stu dents. 

Are we, as a uni ver si ty, re ady to re ce ive fo -
re ign stu dents? Are tho se stu dents left to the -
ir own de vi ces?

The Era smus Stu dent Ne twork sec tion ope -
ra ting at the AMU is an in ter na tio nal or ga ni -
sa tion ba sed in Brus sels. Just as the ESN Po -
land excels com pa red to such sec tions in other
co un tries, the ESN AMU excels na tion wi de.
We ha ve 130 vo lun te ers. The ESN ta kes edu -
ca tio nal and cul tu ral in i tia ti ves and or ga ni ses
so cial and cha ri ty ac tions. Each stu dent co -
ming to AMU has his or her own men tor. The
men tor is re spon si ble for re ce iving a new co -

mer at the air port and as si sting him or her in
all sorts of urgent mat ters, such as con tact with
the he alth ca re se rvi ce. Spe cial trips or vi sits to
in c lu si ve scho ols and spe cial edu ca tion clas ses
are al so the re to ta ke part in, as are col lec tions
of gi fts for or pha na ges. So as you see, we ha ve
much mo re to of fer than just clubs. 

And how abo ut the edu ca tio nal of fer?
In this re spect we al so per form well com pa -

red to other Eu ro pe an co un tries. De ve lo ping
a pro gram me in a fo re ign lan gu age is a com -
plex chal len ge that not all uni ver si ties are able
to han dle. The pro cess is co or di na ted by the
AMU-PIE cen tre. Last year, a to tal of 234 co -
ur ses we re of fe red; this year we hold 184 of
them. That's a lit tle fe wer, but it's not our last
word. So, the of fer is by all me ans lar ge. Ac tu -
al ly, the ma in cri te rion our uni ver si ty has fa -
iled to me et so far is that of fo re ign lan gu age
te aching. The in te rest in lan gu age co ur ses is so
high that we are not able to ca ter for it, if on ly
for the shor ta ge of ro oms. Stu dents want to le -
arn En glish, Ger man and French. And whi le
they are re fer red to lan gu age co ur ses un der
other uni ver si ty pro gram mes, the se pro ve to
be over crow ded and often con duc ted in Po lish. 

The uni ver si ty has be en strug gling with the
lan gu age te aching is sue for years...

A po ssi ble so lu tion of that pro blem wo uld
be to form a lan gu age cen tre not on ly to te ach
lan gu ages for aca de mic and pro fes sio nal pur -
po ses but al so to edu ca te in in ter cul tu ral com -
mu ni ca tion in fo re ign lan gu ages. Stu dents co -
ming back from Era smus ha ve often un der li -
ned a high qu ali ty of lan gu age te aching at fo -
re ign uni ver si ties and the in no va ti ve cha rac ter
of the ir edu ca tio nal of fer in this field. It is so -
me thing they wo uld li ke to see mo re of after
re tur ning to Po znań. The Cen tro de Len gu as
Mo der nas at the Uni ver si ty of Gra na da, a le -
ader in terms of the num ber of stu dents re ce -
ived, edu ca tes year ly aro und 80,000 stu dents
from 40 co un tries. Stu dents cho ose to go to
Gra na da ac tu al ly to le arn fo re ign lan gu ages.
Whe re as AMU's of fer in this re gard is ve ry li -
mi ted and ra ises all sorts of ob jec tions. Stu -
dents are not pro per ly di vi ded by the ir lan gu -
age com pe ten ce and thus fru stra te one ano ther
as so me fe el the ir skills are too high, whi le

others fe el that they are too low. Whe ther the
Uni ver si ty sho uld pro vi de lan gu age edu ca tion
or not is still a mat ter of con tro ver sy. At the sa -
me ti me, aca de mic in sti tu tions are le gal ly ob -
li ged to en su re that stu dents are bro ught to
a stric tly de fi ned le vel of a fo re ign lan gu age
com pe ten ce.

So, what are the ide as to at tract in ter na tio -
nal stu dents?

The po int is al ways to bu ild trust in the qu -
ali ty of edu ca tion. We al so ne ed to in vest in se -
rvi ces and events, as well as to pro mo te them
pro per ly. The next year will be a gre at op por -
tu ni ty to do that as we are ho sting a big con -
fe ren ce, ERACON with aro und 400 Era smus
co or di na tors expec ted to ar ri ve from all par -
ti ci pa ting co un tries from EU and bey ond. We
ho pe our in vi ta tion will be ac cep ted by re pre -
sen ta ti ves of the Mi ni stry of Scien ce and the
Eu ro pe an Com mis sion. The ci ty au tho ri ties
ha ve pro mi sed to sup port the event as they, just
li ke us, see it as a gre at op por tu ni ty to pro mo -
te the ci ty and the uni ver si ty. The event will re -
ce ive an ho no ra ry pa tro na ge of the Ci ty May -
or. I ho pe the vi si ting co or di na tors will see that
Po znań is a gre at pla ce to send stu dents to. 

Is a ze ro ba lan ce 
po ssi ble?
Magda Ziółek speaking with Iwona Borkowska, 
AMU President’s representative 
for the LLP-Erasmus programme
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The En glish co ur se is held un der
the co ope ra tion agre ement with
the NECC si gned in 2011. So far,
two gro ups of stu dents ha ve at -
ten ded the co ur se. For ma ny of

them, the trip was an unfor get ta ble expe rien -
ce and a ven tu re in to the unk nown but, for -
tu na te ly, they we re as si sted by the Ame ri can
pro ject co or di na tor who had pro vi ded all the
ne ces sa ry in struc tions to the Po lish stu dents
be fo re they left ho me. Ka sia, a stu dent of Ita -
lian, im me dia te ly fo und eve ry thing over si -
zed: the ro ads, cars, me als and the Ame ri cans
them se lves. I had ne ver se en so ma ny obe se pe -
ople be fo re, she says. Piotr has fond me mo ries
of eve ry day shop ping. Things which are qu -
ite nor mal to us cau sed a sen sa tion. They did
the ir shop ping in a sto re so me 15-mi nu te
walk from whe re they stay ed. As they wal ked
back car ry ing the ir shop ping bags, the lo cals
le aned out of the ir win dows, chil dren wa ved
at them, dri vers pul led up and blew the ir
horns. Du ring our one -month stay we didn't
see any bo dy on pa ve ments, except so me dog
owners or jog gers. All others mo ve by cars. Ha -
ver hill is a small, une vent ful town, with no -
thing ever go ing on the re, adds Ka sia. Smi ling,
they tell of the pro blems they had in ha ving
a trip aro und the ne igh bo ur ho od. They we -
re sur pri sed to see pu blic trans port bu ses run -
ning eve ry two ho urs and tra in tic kets outra -
ge ously expen si ve, way bey ond what they co -
uld af ford. 

The co ur se ta kes 4 we eks and is ba sed on
a fi xed pat tern: first lan gu age les sons, then
clas ses with Ame ri can stu dents and ac ti vi -
ties led by the co or di na tor. Agniesz ka was
sur pri sed that the col le ge of fe red har dly any
so cial events, so they spent after no ons ta -
king so me trips to ge ther. The clas ses
they to ok with Ame ri can col le agu es
we re so de vi sed as to be in te re sting for

all: they le ar ned abo ut the Ame ri can par lia -
men ta ry sys tem, hi sto ry and li te ra tu re. But
most in te re sting we re the oc ca sions when
they co uld con front the ir know led ge with
Ame ri cans. So me Ame ri cans don't know
whe ther Po land is a co un try or what con ti -
nent it lies on, says Agniesz ka. They asked us
if the re are any mul ti -sto rey bu il dings in Po -
land or if we had be en to McDonalds be fo -
re. We felt a bit em bar ras sed to be asked if we
hunt... cows. On the other hand, Piotr says,
we fo und that Ame ri cans are ve ry ni ce and
frien dly. On the day of our trip to New York,
when we had to le ave the stu dent ho stel ve -
ry ear ly, they pre pa red bre ak fast espe cial ly for
us. That was so me thing we did not expect
at all, ve ry ni ce, in de ed. 

When asked if it was a go od idea to ta ke
the co ur se in the US, they all an swer ‘yes”;
if on ly to con front the ima ge they had had
abo ut that co un try with the re ali ty, to test
the ir lan gu age skills or to fe el the ma gic of
New York Ci ty. Mag da Zió łek 

America rediscovered

Agnieszka, Katarzyna, Marcin, Andrzej, Kasia and Piotr 
are all AMU students. Last year, they visited the US under 
the cooperation agreement with the Northern Essex Community
College, Haverhill near Boston, MA. 
They independently applied for an English course, 
then met on site and have become good friends ever since. 
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